164                             LECTUBE III.

lecture the pupils embrace the feet of their teacher,
and say: Read, Sir. The teacher answers: Om, Yes,
and then pronounces two words, or, if it is a com-
pound, one. When the teacher has pronounced one
word or two, the first pupil repeats the first word, but
if there is anything that requires explanation, the
pupil says Sir; and after it has been explained to
him (the teacher says) Om, Yes, Sir.

In this manner they go on till they have finished
a prasna (question), which consists of three verses,
or, if they are verses of more than forty to forty-
two syllables, of two verses. If they are pankti-
verses of forty to forty-two syllables each, a prama
may comprise either two or three; and if a hymn
consists of one verse only, that is supposed to form
a pra-sna. After the prasna is finished, they have
all to repeat it once more, and then to go on learning
it by heart, pronouncing every syllable with the high
accent. After the teacher has first told a prasna
to his pupil on the right, the others go round him
to the right, and this goes on till the whole adhy&ya
or lecture is finished: a lecture consisting generally
of sixty prasnas. At the end of the last half-verse
the teacher says Sir, and the pupil replies, Om, Yes,
Sir, repeating also the verses required at the end
of a lecture. The pupils then embrace the feet of
their teacher, and are dismissed.

These are the general features of a lesson, but the
Pr&tis&khya contains a number of minute rules be-
sides. For instance, in order to prevent small words
from being neglected, the teacher is to repeat twice
every word which has but one high accent, or con-^
sists of one vowel only. A number of small words